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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 283M ay 27 , 2 0 0 3

CLERK: ( Ro l l ca l l v o t e t a ke n , L e g i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l p a ge 2 0 3 9 . )
20 ayes, 16 nays, Nr. President, on the amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The m otion was not successful; has not been
adopted. I do raise the call. Nr . C l erk, next ite m to the
b i l l .

CLERK: Nr . Pr esident, Senator Beutler would move to amend with
AN2086 . ( Le g i s l a t i v e J ou r n al p ag es 20 3 9 - 2 0 4 0 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, to open on AN2086 to LB 283.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
there are two amendments filed, this one and the next one, and I
want to talk about them together because they go together, one
o r t h e o t h e r . Th ey ' r e a l t e r n a t i v e s . An d I k no w a f t e r a l l t h e
heavy lifting we' ve done this session it's hard to listen to
another serious debate, but there is one more topic now that we
have not d is cussed t hat I t h ink is very important and that I
think you will want to d iscuss to some extent, and these
amendments a f f or d you t hat op p o r t u n it y . And t ha t t op i c i s t he
subject o f t he fe de r a l f und s t ha t hav e n o w def i ni t e l y come t o
the state o f Neb raska, an d I pa ssed out a sheet to you that
shows that it's about $108 million and, of that, approximately
$50 mi l l i o n wi l l be an i nc r ea se i n t he f ede r a l shar e o f
Medicaid, which means we won't have to spend as much in General
Funds on that subject, and then the other $58 million is a
general block grant for general government use. So this money
came down from the federal government. I t came down for the
purpose of stimulating the economy. That is the thought at the
federa l l eve l , t he ma c r o economics. T he t h i nk i n g o f I t h i nk mo s t
economists is that interest rates are low, business is willing
to invest, great circumstances for investment, but the public is
spooky. Demand is not heavy. What we need to do is to reassure
th" public to get some spending going and that will cause
in.estment on the business side and we will then get back on our
wheels. At the federal level, for a long time there has been
general exception...acceptance of the idea that in hard economic
t imes you use g overnment p o l i c y t o i n f l uen c e t h e econ omy ; t hat
is, you try to p ump money into the economy when the private
s ector is having a problem and then, when the private sector i s
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